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The Spencer Menioriaf Chumh, at Remscn :nd Clinton Sts. In Bmokl)'n Heights. -
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By ROBERTA B GRATZ
The YMCA is seeking per-
mission from the city to
demolish a Brooklyn church
to bulld a community branch.
The church, the 1850 Spen-
cer Memorial Church at the
- Clinton’ and
Remsen, is on the fringe of
the Brockiyn . Helghts
histeric distriet —
designated 11 years ago as
the clty’s first landmark
distriet. «

Ata pubUc hearing of the.

Landmarks Preservation
Commission yesterday,
representatives of the YMCA
and a group of community
supporters appealed for conm-
misskon approval to replace

. the churetr with a new build-

ing of comparable size in or-
der to provide a much-needed
facility for the - Brooklyn
Heights and nelghboring
business community,

No one disputéd the

'desirabmty [4 5uch a racl!ity

but opponents argued that

one could-be built withont .

the loss of.the church, .
“We have no major faci!ity

- In downtown Brooklym,”'

Arthur Trols, executive.
director © of  the YMCA
Brooklyn Central branch, .
told the hearing; held at the
old Tweed Courthouse behind
City Hall ~ Itself .threat- .
ened with demolition. “We
have been exploring alter-

native sltes sim:e 196 ” }we
added, indivating this was
their best option.

The simple Gothic Revival _
brownstone church has been -

used by a theater group in
the few years since it
Presbyterian owners “ceased
using it for religious pur-
poses, The YMCA has agreed
{o purchase the property for
$125,000 on condition that the
commission approves the
demolition plzin

The cummlss!on roust, ac-

cording to law, make -its-

*: determination on the basis of *

the building’s architectural,
aesthetic and historic merits
and its- Importance to- the

" deslgnated district as a

- gommunity

whole.

Tesidents and
cltywlde preservationlsts
emphasized both the broad
and narrowImplications of
the precedent’ such demoli-
tion would establish. .

- ¥intage Church

T#This s by no means 2
local controversy,” noted
Prof. James Marston Fitch,
director of the historie
preservation program at Col-
umbia and a leading preser-
vation actlvist, “There are 13
to 20 churches of this vintage
left in the ¢ity,” Fitch added,

“and they are all In. jeopar-

day.” Cae

Demeolitioh. opponents_also
pointed out that the Spencer
church is an ‘“important
anchor” for "the district
whose boundaries : were
specifically drawn ts Include
it, that it Is an “integral part
of the district’s brownstone
fabric” and the alternatives to
demolltion had not been fully
explored.

Qutside the heanng, Trols
sald the YMCA would pro-
bably “not go ahcad with the

proposal if it was going to be
so devisive for the com-
unily. We didn't expect it

to be this bad,” he said, “and'
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. Opp % hatothe ol

interior of the church could

‘. be demolished and thé shell
rensed . to house . the new
- factlity. - More ‘than“a, Mozen
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