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An Oyster
Tradition
Returns_
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Nileuw Amsterdam
England waters hadn't. been

were a common commodity.

arrivals with an assortment
of local oysters and oyster
beds were so thick In'some
surrounding waters that peo-
ple could walk on them llke
stepping-stones. Oyster shells,
in fact, were a common de-
bris In the streets of what wa
now know as Lowe at.
tan. .

_That is some of’ what res-
taurateur Jerome . Brody

searching oysters after taking.

*gastronomic landmark in the
lower level of Grand Central
Terminal,

" Known best for its oyster

the restaurant had closed
last July after 62 years, many

of Union News..

-Brody, a former pariner
in- Restaurant Associates
and current operator of the

lagher’s Steak House, did his
“the operation at the request

‘Irabedded In History*

“Oysters are Imbedded In
the history of the city,” he
says, “and there are q lot of
‘seafaring threads in the his-
tory of the family of rafiroad
maghate Cornmodere Cor-
nellus Vanderbilt.”

But why an oyster bar in
the lower level of the 1913
terminal remains a mystery.
No matter, Brody has treated
his tiew endeavor with a res
spect not normaly “accorded
city landmarks, architectural
or gastronomie.. . . -

The’ barrel-vauited celiing
‘has’ been scrubbed for the
first time in 30 years. Made
of ribbed beige tiles placed
-In a-herring bone OESIEN e,
cefling Is the same gs the
arched interiors in other

ple coats of green Ppaint have
been removed from the mar-
ble wainscoting, brass grills.
and carved detailing and red-
wood paneling has covered
what  were considered up-
sightly wall areas. - .
“The menu remains exten.

‘sive but’ modérately “priced, | |

with many fishfood special-
ties and more than hal a

At a  special reopening
party yesterday that drew
ihe likes of Henry Fonda,
‘regltor Lewis Rudin and
.Councilmen Thomas . Culte
and Henry Stern, old custom-

tion ;ordered old favorites,
Many hardly knew the place

"very infrequently”—and even
fewer noticed the physical
improyements,

. *T've’ been coming here |
"“since 1924 bhecause they do
something “special to the |
-~ food,” commented onetime
" Demecratic kingmaker James,

Farley, who lives in the Wal-
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dorf Astoria. ) .
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